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ü  Working in Partnership…… 
We continue to work closely with our District and County Councillors on local priorities, 
including funding opportunities, highways and community initiatives. Residents may be 
interested in schemes such as the Grassroots Fund, Love Where You Live and window 
safety awareness. Further information can be found online, or by contacting the Clerk or 
Cllr Linda Cohen.     2 

MeeƟng Calendar 
🗓 1st April 2026 
🗓 6th May 2026 
🗓 3rd June 2026 
All meetings take place at 
7:30pm in the Village Hall 

 

Working Group Updates 
ü Biodiversity: Thank 

you to everyone who 
supported the recent 
village liƩer pick and 
churchyard clean-up 
— both were well 
supported and made 
a real difference. 

ü Defibrillators and 
Community 
Wellbeing 
Defibrillator now back 
in service. AddiƟonal 
equipment sourced 
and further training 
opƟons being 
explored. 

ü Parish Land & Assets 
Grass cuƫng contract 
agreed. Tree works in 
the churchyard 
completed following 
approvals. 

ü Road Safety 
Work conƟnues on 
data collecƟon and 
opƟons for 
improvements. 

Parish Matters 
              North Nibley Parish Council Update – March 2026  
ü Update from the Chair 
There’s a real sense of momentum 
across the parish at the moment. 
From the play area and recreational 
field to community-led initiatives 
like the village clean-up, it’s great 
to see so many people getting 
involved and helping to shape the 
future of North Nibley. 

ü Update from the Clerk 
March has been a busy month, with 
ongoing enquiries, projects and 
preparations. 
 
The grant scheme has received strong 
interest this year, and it’s been great to hear 
about the range of projects and ideas being 
developed by community groups across the 
parish. 

Exciting progress is being made on the new play area, with a £2,000 grant secured 
from Gloucestershire County Council.  Plans are now developing for a community 
crowdfunding campaign,  
with more details to follow. 
 

The Parish Council has now taken on  
responsibility for the recreational field.  
We would like to place on record 
our sincere thanks to the Recreational  
Field Trustees, who have been dedicated 
custodians of this valued community  
asset for many years, working closely with the cricket and football teams to support 
its use and upkeep. 
We are very grateful to all for their continued support as we work through this 
transition period. 

  

Report it with 
FixMyStreet 

Report potholes, drains, 
street lights and more 
directly online. 
Issues are sent to the right 
authority and can be 
tracked.踰踱踲踳 
www.fixmystreet.com 

Community Meeting in The Black Horse – 20th May, 7:30pm 
This is an opportunity to hear what’s been happening in the parish over the past 
year, including updates from the Parish Council and local community groups. 
Many of last year’s grant recipients will be there to share what they’ve been 
working on and how funding has been used. 

It’s also a chance to find out what’s coming up next, hear about current projects, 
and share your own ideas or suggestions for the village. 

The meeting is informal and open to everyone — whether you’d like to stay for 
the whole evening or just drop in to listen and have a chat. 
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We have been enjoying the

drier days and can see the

sunshine trying to get through!

We have been on lots of walks

around the village and using

our outdoor space as much as

we can. During March, we

celebratedWorld Book Day. This is always a day

of fun, and the children and staff love to dress up,

as you can see from our photos. We celebrated

throughout the week and had a lovely week

focusing on particular stories - making porridge

for Goldilocks and the Three Bears and making

houses for the Three Little Pigs. We enjoyed

lookingatbooks independentlyandalso inbigger

groups, sharing ideas and predicting what might

happen next. Story time happens every day at

Preschool, and every day we do this in a group.

We always have a book corner and some big

cushions on the floor so that children can choose

a book and look at the pictures, or Early Years

practitioners sit with themand read the story one-

to-one. We have our Easter Bonnet Parade

planned for the end of Term 4, and have already

dates in place for our end of year leavers party!

We like to plan; it helps us (staff) prepare, and it

helpsour families toknowso that theydonotmiss

out on these milestones. We are very aware that

often both parents are at work, so we like to give

them asmuch notice as possible. Our new hours

of Monday to Friday, 08.30hrs to 15.30hrs, are

working really well and are having a positive

impact on preschool and its families.

You can find us on Facebook or on our website

www.northnibleypreschool.co.uk for more

information

3



Oriana Singers 

Good Friday Recital 

St Martin’s Church 

3 April 2026 at 7pm 

Admission free 

www.orianasingers.org 

St Martin’s Church 

www.northnibleychurch.uk 

Rev’d Lesley Hewish - Priest in Charge 

07827 418188 

vicar@tyndalebenefice.co.uk 

  

Rev’d Peter Marsh - Associate Priest 

01453 547521 (not after 6pm please) 

  

John Hay - Churchwarden 07973 327881 

admin@northnibleychurch.uk 

  

Kate Cropper - Vicar’s Secretary 

  01453 842175  
office@tyndalebenefice.co.uk 

SUNDAY 5th Easter Day Sunrise Service at  6.30am at the Monument; 
transport for those who need it if Wood Lane is passable for a vehicle 

SUNDAY 5th Easter Day at 9.30 am Holy Communion in Church with Rev’d 
Peter Marsh 

Good Friday 10 am Walk of Witness, Chapel to Church   

Good Friday Hour before the Cross 2pm in the Church 

Oriana Concert  Good Friday 7pm in the Church 

Oriana Singers 

Spring Concert 

Saturday 25 April at St 
Mary’s, Wotton 

www.orianasingers.org 

Sunday 12th: 2nd Sunday of Easter at 9.30 am Holy Communion in Church with Rev’d 
Peter Fewings 

Sunday 19th: 3rd Sunday of Easter at 9.30 am Family Service with Rev’d Peter Marsh 

Sunday 26th: 4th Sunday of Easter at 9.30 am Holy Communion with Rev’d Richard 
Morgan 

EASTER AND APRIL SERVICES 

4 

Sunday 26th at 10.45 am in 
Church: APCM (Annual 
Parochial Church Meeting)  
- the opportunity to find out 
about the church’s activities 
over the last year, including 
what’s happening about the 
organ.  All welcome 

The thing that matters though is what Easter is about. 
We have evolved to recognise that there is, indeed, some 
sort of Higher Presence in the Universe and to us 
Christians and a lot of other religions and Spiritual people, 
that presence is God, who lived on earth amongst humans 
and was then executed by them because they were afraid 
of losing their power. But you can’t assassinate God. He 
resurrected, showing us that, through his love for all of us 
and his death and resurrection, that will not be the end 
for us - there will be something else. That’s what we are 
celebrating around the world on Easter Morning. God 
wants us to be a part of that something else! I just wish 
that after 2000 years we could agree on the same date 
every year. Happy Easter.   Peter 

The Ramblings of the Associate Priest 

I was walking the dogs yesterday when the 
young one came running triumphantly up 
the track having caught a young rabbit. She 
was persuaded to drop it by the gate where 
upon I was too slow to grab it and her father 
pounced upon it and, defiantly, ate it whole 
in front of me.   

Now generally, Charlie Boy is as gentle and 
well behaved as you will meet in a dog and in 
his defence, labs are known to eat anything 
that vaguely resembles food, that’s what 
dogs do. I was quite horrified by the episode 
until I reflected that liver was on my 
shopping list for this week and that doesn’t 
grow on a tree, it’s just that we get other 
people to do the distressing bits of its 
procurement.    

We humans have evolved knowing the 
difference between what we regard as right 
and wrong and most of the world’s 
population abide by that. A friend reminds 
me that, ‘If you need to think about an 
action, then you shouldn’t be doing it.’ which 
is good advice. If we all lived like that then 
we would be following Jesus’ commandment 
of Loving your Neighbour like you love 
yourself.  Apparently, we have also evolved 
with the inbuilt idea that there is some kind 
of higher presence overlooking the Universe, 
be that God, Lord Chaos or whatever, and I 
constantly talk to people, often at funerals, 
who are searching for this higher presence, 
be that Spiritual or otherwise. 

We are in Easter Season. The speed with 
which the Christ child is born at Christmas, 
presented at the Temple by his parents, 
baptised by John the Baptist, tempted in the 
wilderness, carried out his ministry and then 
got arrested always amazes me. Easter falls 
on the first Sunday after the first New Moon 
after the Spring Equinox, which is a bit Pagan 
but non the less it’s a lot to pack in since 
Christmas only a few weeks ago. 



Jill Stephens 
07778036699 

jillrstephens@aol.com 

WEDNESDAYS
Throughout the year.

THURSDAYS 

10-11 am. Term time. 
Ring Kelly for details:
07548 129424
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REGULARS

MONDAYS Term time.
7.30-9pm. No auditions.

…Other events 

Cafe Church 26th 10am.
With friend of the Chapel, 
Judith Mbaabu.
Bacon rolls. Croissants. Hot drinks.

FRIDAYS
10-11 am. 
Ring Annabel for details:
07943 100979

10-12am.

Everyone is 
welcome to Chapel 
activities/ events. If you 
have queries please do 
contact the relevant 
person. Many are free, 
others ask a modest fee 
or donation. 

mailto:jillrstephens@aol.com
mailto:jillrstephens@aol.com
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First FONNS February Flowerpot Trail 
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Thank you on behalf of Friends of North Nibley School 
for the support for the first FONNS February Flowerpot 
Trail.  We are thrilled to announce that it was a great 
success!!  The trail provided both young and old with 
smiles, excitement and surprise of what could be made 
from some flowerpots….. there really are some very 
creative people out there!! We would like to thank 
everyone who made a design, hosted a design and 
sold the trail maps, without you the trail could not have 
happened.  
  

A big thank you also goes to all of our amazing 
sponsors, especially Wotton Farm Shop our headlined 
sponsor, who provided all the trail prizes. Thanks to all 
of the sponsors the trail made an excellent fundraising 
event and allowed us to raise some great funds for the 
school, even before the trail got started. In fact the 

trail raised over £1.100.00 in total. We really 
appreciate your support and the money raised will 
help all the children at North Nibley Primary School.  
  

Congratulations also goes to the makers of The Very 
Hungry Caterpillar’ which was voted the best flowerpot 
design.  They have won a meal for 2 kindly donated 
by The Black Horse Inn. 
  

 The flowerpot trail will be back in 2027, It’s safe to 
say that the standards have been set very high so get 
planning your design for next year! If you would like to 
be a part of next years trail or like to find out more 
please email 

fonns@northnibley.gloucs.sch.uk to register! 

Best flowerpot design  

The Very Hungry Caterpillar  

Runner-up: Hot Wheels 



 

Vacancy: Maintenance Officer 

The Hall is in need of a new Maintenance Officer to carry out small maintenance jobs 

and liaise with occasional external contractors when on site.  This voluntary post is 

part of the friendly team who manage the hall.  If you like DIY and can spare an hour 

or two a month, please email me at: 

chair.villagehall@btinternet.com
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Stop Press 

With effect from 1st April, 

the Meeting Room at the 

Village Hall will be available 

to villagers and registered 

charities for a fixed fee of 

£5.00 per evening.  This 

replaces the existing hourly 

charge for the room and 

the Management Team 

h o p e t h a t t h i s w i l l 

encourage local clubs and 

societ ies, fund rais ing 

teams, charitable bodies, or 

even people who need a 

quiet environment with 

access to h igh - speed 

broadband, to make more 

use the room.  It comes 

with a compact kitchen area 

(kettle and sink) plus mugs 

and glasses so all you need 

bring is your own tea and 

biscuits. 

The room can be booked 

through the web-site as 

normal - just make a note 

on the booking form that 

you’d like the evening rate,  

and please ask if you have 

any special requirements.

HAPPENINGS AT THE HALL      

Book N
ow



 

 

 

 

 

 

Village Eye   -   HAPPY 1ST BIRTHDAY 

 

Our March meeting saw us celebrate our first birthday with a short AGM followed by an 
informal party with scones, jam and cream and lots of cake! 
 
The AGM involved a recap of the varied programme of meetings during the first year of 
Maggie and me at the helm of Village Eye 2. Many of these were informed by ideas 
developed at our initial meeting in February last year.  
 
The Financial Report shows us to have a healthy balance, so membership for this year has 
been reduced to £25. Anyone can join us as a member, or on an ad hoc basis at a cost of £5 
per meeting. We hope to welcome lots of new members, as well as those who have 
supported us to date, which we really appreciate. 
 
Look out for the posters which we put up in the village notice boards prior to each month's 
meeting.  Our next meeting is on Monday 13th April at 2.30pm in the Chapel.  Jenny Earle will 
be giving us a talk on Women in the 17th Century. 
 
Val Quest – valerie.quest57@gmail.com 
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JAMES PITT 
BESPOKE JOINERY 

   

LET US TRANSFORM YOUR 
IDEAS INTO REALITY….. 
 

¾ Hand Made Kitchens  
¾ Individual Design 
¾ Doors, windows, Stairs 
¾ Conservation Work   

Tel:07973 360131 

PAUL BURTON 
ABBEY ELECTRICS 
NICEIC Registered Electrician 

LOCAL FRIENDLY SERVICE 

¶ Rewires 
¶ Extensions 
¶ Outside Lighting 
NO Job Too Small 

 

Grooms Cottage, Isle of Rhé, 
Nibley Green 

07989 595077 

Grosvenor House Practice Ltd 
Chartered Certified Accountants 

  

TIM BROWN FCCA 
Director 

E: tim@ghpl.co.uk 
 �:01666 503606 

Building 2a – D Site 
Kemble Airfield, Kemble 
Cirencester 
GL7 6BA 

GLOUCESTERSHIRE 
TREE & GARDEN 

SERVICES 
GEORGE HARPER & RYAN BRANCO 
George Mobile: 07940087822 
Ryan    Mobile: 07554665026 
glos-tree-garden@outlook.com 
NPCT Qualified – Fully Insured 

Friendly Service 
*Tree Surgery *Fire Wood  

Gardening Services     
*Hedges  *Soft Landscaping  

 
 
 

        Servicing & Car Repairs 
     All Under One Roof 

M.O.T’s on Cars, Motorbikes & Vans, Air Con, Scanning, Fault 
Code Reading, DPF  cleaning, Roadside recovery, Car Sales  

and much more                                                      

Tel: 01453 543264 
admin@autocheckccc.co.uk 

 R.A.W.DECORATING 
  

PAINTING AND DECORATING 
 

RICHARD  WILLEY  
 

07776016159              
01453 541932  

 
RichardWilley1@btinternet.com  

 

IAN HALL:  E: gardensuppliesglos@gmail.com 
Office: 01453 547299 Mobile: 07879 855172 

www.gardensuppliesglos.co.uk  

¾ Mulches  
¾ Composts 
¾ Play Surfaces  

¾ Fencing 
¾ Paddock Maintenance 
¾ Hay & Straw 

WOTTON FARM SHOP 
& POTTING SHED CAFÉ 

Fabulous Farm Shop  on your doorstep offering  
Lots of homemade and locally supplied produce  

Call in and see us  
Open 6 days a week (closed Sunday) 01453 521546 

See  www.wottonfarmshop.co.uk  

GIDEON AYRES 
 

Building, Repairs   
        and 
Masonry 
      
Landscapes 

 
 
 Tel: 01453 546557 

Family run vineyard in North Nibley 
 Free local delivery of our delicious wine 

(min order £20) 
 

 Contact: laura@roadgreenwines.co.uk 
Facebook & Instagram: 

#roadgreenvineyard 
www.roadgreenvineyard.co.uk 

 ROAD GREEN VINEYARD 
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www.huntscourthuts.co.uk 
contact@huntscourthuts.co.uk  01453 544632  

H M COWLES  
                            

 FORESTRY   CONTRACTOR   &   FIREWOOD   SUPPLIER  
FULL FORESTRY FELLING INSURANCE   

                                     
BARN-STORED, SEASONED  HARDWOOD  BEECH &  ASH FIREWOOD 

LOGS  AND KINDLING 
CUT  TO YOUR  REQUIREMENTS   

 

BUY LOCAL —  PROMPT  DELIVERY 
 

Call   HOWARD  on   01453 542676  or   07831 268057                                                                      

MOFCA NPTC 
CERTIFICATED 

 

17th Century Farmhouse providing luxury bed &breakfast   
open all year. 

Private bathrooms, Egyptian cotton bedding & luxury toiletries . 
Evening meals, licensed bar &guest snug.    Dog friendly 

Contact 01453 549016 
www.forthaybedandbreakfast.co.uk 

Grosvenor House Practice Ltd 
Chartered Certified Accountants 

  

TIM BROWN FCCA 
Director 

E: tim@ghpl.co.uk                      
01666 503606    www.ghpl.co.uk 

Building 2a – D Site 
Kemble Airfield, Kemble 

Cirencester GL7 6BA 

Wine from the Edge 
Little Pinnolds Vineyard 

Waterley Bottom 
 

Try our still & sparkling 
Rose and White Wines 

Local delivery FOC on orders 
over £30 

07887 838980 
oliver.tomlins@gmx.co.uk 



www.thekeepers.org.uk

Everyone who comes along
understands what it’s like. It’s a
chance to offload, share, or just

listen with a cuppa in hand,
surrounded by others who get it.

COME ALONE OR
BRING SOMEONE

WITH YOU

Living with pain or fatigue can be
exhausting, not just physically,

but emotionally too.

�•�Ø�$�E���ˆ���D�Ø�y�$���€����
�•�€�h�h�N�l�y���F�l�N�€�h

When: First Thursday of the month 1:15-2:25pm

Just bring yourself, no need to book!
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Registered      Chimney Sweep 
  Installer   &       Reg No 8580 

       
07727 994996 

Chimney pots cowls and caps 
Birds nest removal/protection 

Fully insured — Certificate with every sweep 
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 On The Edge Editors 
 

The deadline for the  May 2026 issue Friday 10th April 
 

Please email to nibleyote@gmail.com 
 

Dave Beer  546251            Dave Earle 546659          Alison Edwards  543441    
Kate Gordon  543329      Di Hay  544965        Ann Larkin 543320           

Fiona Saunders 548763   Sue Shrimpton 544409 
 

Please contact an editor if you wish to use any item from this newsletter 

Andy     Shutter  
Rose   Specialists                             

& Kirsty            
       

Bespoke Wooden Window Shutters 
www.dappleddaylightshutters.co.uk 

01453 520475 / 07975 835292 

We are very grateful to the Parish Council and all those who 
helped tidy up the Churchyard (and provide cake and 

refreshments) at the end of February - on a rare fine day! 
The work built on the progress of last year and exceeded 

our expectations - the difference is really noticeable. Thank 
you all! Roly.




Celebrating Stories on World Book Day at North Nibley Primary School
North Nibley Primary School was full of excitement and imagination as pupils and staff came together to 

celebrate World Book Day. Reading is at the heart of our school, so the day was a wonderful opportunity to 
share our love of stories across the whole community.

The celebrations began with a whole-school parade in the hall, where every class gathered together to 
showcase their wonderful costumes and favourite characters from books. From classic story heroes to modern 

favourites, the hall was filled with colour, creativity and enthusiasm for reading.
Throughout the day, pupils had the chance to share stories with children from different year groups. 

Older pupils enjoyed reading to younger children, helping them discover new books and characters. These 
moments of shared reading are a special part of life at North Nibley, helping to build confidence and a real 

enjoyment of books.
Another highlight of the day was the chance for every class to enjoy hot chocolate while listening to 

stories. It created a cosy atmosphere where pupils could relax, listen and talk about the books they love. Children 
also discussed their favourite characters and authors, sharing recommendations with their friends.
All pupils received their World Book Day book vouchers, which they are excited to take to local 

bookshops to choose a free book. Encouraging children to choose and own their own books is an important part 
of helping them develop a lifelong love of reading.

At North Nibley Primary School, reading is celebrated all year round. Pupils who read regularly at home can earn 
tokens to play our popular Reading Claw Machine, where they have the chance to win prizes from a shelf full 
of goodies. It has become a favourite feature of our reading culture and continues to motivate children to pick up a 

book.
We are also looking forward to an exciting development for the school. Work is currently underway to design a 
brand-new school library, which will be completed during the summer. The library will create a welcoming 

space where pupils can explore books, discover new authors and enjoy reading together.
Adding to the excitement, the school has recently received a delivery of 500 new books through 

the Libraries for Primaries scheme. North Nibley Primary School is proud to be one of just 14 
schools in Gloucestershire chosen to take part, helping to expand the range and quality of books 

available to our pupils.
World Book Day reminded us once again of the power of stories to bring people together. At North Nibley 
Primary School, we are proud of the strong reading culture we have built and look forward to many more 

adventures through books in the months ahead. 

World Book Day!


