
Inspection of North Nibley Preschool
North Nibley Village Hall, Innocks Estate, North Nibley, Dursley GL11 6DP

Inspection date: 3 March 2023

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Good



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children come in to this pre-school setting confidently and happily leave their 
parents at the door. With adults supporting them, they immediately settle into 
purposeful play with each other. Developing secure and trusting relationships with 
staff helps them feel safe. Adults' warm and positive interactions with children 
support them to engage and concentrate for extended periods of time. 

The dedicated manager shows an excellent understanding of what she wants 
children to learn. Staff have planned and sequenced a curriculum for all children 
across the seven areas of learning to give them the knowledge and skills they need 
for future learning. As a result of conversations with the local feeder school, the 
pre-school has been able to improve its curriculum. For example, in order to ensure 
that children's physical development is progressively supported, staff plan activities 
for children to practise larger movements, such as using large brushes in circular 
motions. Children then progress to practising their fine motor skills needed for 
pencil control.

Children's behaviour is good. They understand the rules of the setting and enjoy 
taking part in most routine activities, such as tidy-up time. Staff remind children of 
the rules and why they are necessary. For example, a member of staff asks 
children at snack time why they should be sitting down when eating and children 
say 'in case we choke'. 

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Children go on daily walks to the local area. They explore and talk about the 
environment, which develops a real interest in the world around them. They 
enjoy the larger space of a local sports field, where they regularly get 
opportunities to run around, play with hoops and footballs and chase bubbles. 
This helps children to develop their stamina as well as their strength, dexterity 
and large motor skills.

n Children engage in play and are purposeful in their exploration of resources. 
However, staff do not always develop children's mathematical skills effectively. 
Although they provide some opportunities for children to count and recognise 
numerals, specific activities are not consistently planned to develop children's 
skills even further in this area. 

n Children with special educational needs and/or disabilities (SEND) are well 
supported. Staff adapt activities to meet their needs. They use sign language 
throughout the session to help those children with speech and language 
difficulties, which supports them to engage and learn. Staff regularly organise 
meetings with parents to discuss children's development plans, how they are 
doing and what their next steps should be. This keeps everybody's focus on the 
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children's small steps of progress.
n Routines of the day are well embedded. However, staff do not notice if children 

become bored when waiting for each other. For example, when children are 
getting ready to go on their walk, some children have to wait for an extended 
period of time for others to be ready. This means that they wander around 
instead of making effective use of their time. 

n Children seek adult support if they need it, but mostly are independent in their 
play and routines. For example, children ask for cuddles if they are feeling tired 
or sad, but happily go back to their play when reassured. Staff effectively use a 
mood board linked to a picture book, with characters to help children 
understand and talk about their feelings. For example, staff encourage children 
to move pictures of themselves during the session to show if there is a change 
in how they are feeling. 

n The manager has high expectations for all staff and children. She knows the 
staff well and understands their strengths and areas for development. Regular 
supervisions give staff the opportunity to discuss the children and their own 
development which she quickly responds to. For example, the special 
educational needs coordinator (SENCo) identifies that training about how the 
education health care plan process would be beneficial and the manager acts on 
this. Separate 'well-being meetings' give staff the opportunity to talk about any 
worries or pressures they have that may affect their work. 

n Relationships with parents are strong and they report that the setting makes a 
'significant difference to their child's progress and development'. Parents report 
that staff adapt learning activities appropriately to meet the needs of all 
children. For example, parents like that their children with SEND have a 'sensory 
tepee' that they can sit in to regulate their feelings. Parents say 'the staff put the 
needs of the child first'.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

Staff have a secure understanding of the signs and symptoms of abuse and the 
procedures to follow, if they believe a child is at risk of harm. They regularly 
complete safeguarding training to ensure that their skills and knowledge are 
current and relevant. Managers and staff carry out ongoing risk assessments of the 
premises, equipment and shared areas. They check daily to ensure that there are 
no risks to children.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n support staff to further develop children's understanding of mathematics through 
planned and sequenced activities
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n review routines to help children stay actively engaged in learning at all times.
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Setting details
Unique reference number 101710

Local authority Gloucestershire 

Inspection number 10265117

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Sessional day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

2 to 4

Total number of places 22

Number of children on roll 24

Name of registered person North Nibley Pre School Committee

Registered person unique 
reference number RP519952

Telephone number

Date of previous inspection 25 May 2017

Information about this early years setting

North Nibley Preschool registered in April 1993. The pre-school is open on Mondays 
between 9am and 1pm and on Tuesday to Friday between 9am and 3.30pm, 
during term times. A team of four staff is employed and staff hold appropriate 
childcare qualifications at level 3. The pre-school is in receipt of funding for the 
provision of free early education for children aged two, three and four years.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Ruth Glover
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the pre-school received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
provider and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the setting.

n The manager joined the inspector on a learning walk and talked to the inspector 
about their curriculum and what they want children to learn.

n The inspector talked to staff at appropriate times throughout the inspection and 
took account of their views.

n Children communicated with the inspector throughout the inspection.
n The SENCo spoke to the inspector about how they support children with SEND.
n The inspector observed the quality of education being provided indoors and 

outdoors, and assessed the impact that this was having on children's learning.
n The inspector carried out a joint observation of a group activity with the 

manager.
n The inspector spoke to parents and carers about their experiences of the pre-

school.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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